“The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the
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service of others.” ~ Mahatma Gandhi

GURDA

GURDA

Established in April 2015 as a nonprofit
corporation in California, GURDA is a
project-oriented organization dedicated
to improving the lives of people in the
Guraghe region of Ethiopia through
infrastructure development. Following
on the footsteps of those self-reliant
native organizations that came before
us, namely, “Yeguraghe Hizb Menged
Sira Dirijit” later known as “ Yeguraghe
Hizb Ras Agez Limat Dirijit”, Ethiopian
Guraghes in the Diaspora have
organized under GURDA to contribute
their part in the development of the
Guraghe region in Ethiopia.

In the few months of its existence
GURDA has generated much
enthusiasm, goodwill and genuine
desire on the part of many Guraghes at
home and in the Diaspora to play an
active role in helping accomplish
GURDA’s mission to improve the lives of
Guraghe Ethiopians through social,
educational and economic development
projects. Hundreds of Guraghes around
the globe have signed wup for
membership on our www.gurdainc.org
website. GURDA’s public events began
with an introductory campaign in July,
at the 32nd annual ESFNA festival,
where members, friends and their
families distributed GURDA brochures,

T-shirts and made their mission known to fellow Ethiopians and friends of
Ethiopia attending the annual ESFNA event.

As its first project, GURDA has decided to build an educational and residential
facility for children with hearing and vision impairment in the Guraghe region. As
detailed on GURDA’s website, this facility, known as Project One, is expected to
cost a minimum of USD$100,000. In just the last few months GURDA, has raised
a little over $100,000 from member contributions, online drives, fund-raising
events and pledges held in Atlanta, Washington DC and Dallas. Thanks to all
GURDA members, their families, GURDA supporters, fellow Ethiopians and
friends of Ethiopia who continue to share our vision and work tirelessly to
improve the lives of our people.

The last quarter of this year administrative staff and board of directors will be
engaged in consolidating GURDA’s organizational structure and finding ways and
means to implement Project One in Ethiopia in a timely manner.



http://www.gurdainc.org/
http://www.gurdainc.org/
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ATLANTA

The Atlanta fundraising event
was held on July 25, 2015 and
was attended by about 150
people. Yejoka and Wolkite
Atlanta Idir associations were
very  helpful in raising
awarenss and ticket sales.
The event was also made
successful with the help of

local associations namely, the

Yinam Binam Atlant
association and Hululagersh
family and friends which

donated and served delicous
Gurage cultural food. Ato
Berhanu Gurda’s
speech
about Gurda’s mission and

Zergaw,
President, gave a

vision, and the specifics of
Projectl. Nearly $27,000 was
raised from ticket sales,
donations, pledges, auctions
and CD sales. The event was
also highlighted with cultural
music and dancing
accompanies by live band
featuring singer Hailu Fereja

and Kumilachew Ware.
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DMV Region

Just one week after the
Atlanta
fundraising event was held in
the DC, Virginia and Maryland
metro area on August 1, 2015.

event, a second

This region boasts the largest
number of Ethiopian
Population in North America.
Gurda’s team and leadership
only had one week between
the Atlanta events. To make
matters worse there was an
unwarranted, false and
defamatory
broadcast on ESAT’s radio
program

information

regarding the
fundraising  event.  Upon
urging from GURDA leaders,
ESAT to its credit corrected its
error and invited GURDA for
equal air time which was aptly
used by GURDA'S president
Ato Berhanu Zergaw who
went on the air and fully
explained GURDA’s mission.
Despite that, more than 100
people attended the event
and over $25,000 was raised
towards Projectl. The event
was also highlighted with
dinner, cultural music and
dancing performed live by
singer Hailu Fereja and
Kumilachew Ware.

DFW Metro

The Last of GURDA’S summer
fundraising events was held in
Dallas on September 19, 2015.
Having learned from the two
previous events in Atlanta and
the DMV area the Dallas team
was fired up and ready to go!
The GURDA team in Dallas
conducted an excellent
community outreach resulting
in high turnout for the event.
The dedication and sacrifice of
GURDA volunteers, organizers
and leadership  attracted
around 350 to the event itself.
At the event questions were
raised as Ato Berhanu
explained the organization’s
inception was the call of our
own desire to stand for those
who of no fault of their own
are limited to stand for
themselves. More than
$40,000 was raised from ticket
sales, auctioned traditional
goods and guest pledges for
Projectl. In true Gurage
tradition, the fundraising
event closed with celebration,
music and dancing

President’s Corner

Congratulations! As we launch our

first GURDA newsletter, our
editorial team promises that our
newsletter will be an informative

quarterly publication. Such
undertaking can only be successful
with the support of Gurda

volunteers who will avail funds,
provide expertise and submit
articles for publication. So, please
consider making your mark in this
endeavor.

Gurda, we hope, will accurately
reflect our aspirations and the
promise we make to ourselves and
our community for development
and progress through self-reliance.
Self-reliance is a recurring theme
in Gurda’s mission and vision. Our
newsletter will herald the vows we
made to our community
throughout the world. Gurda will
carry the message of hope against
despair, possible solutions for
chronic problems, possible
answers for thorny questions, love
against hatred, friendship against
enmity, strength against
weakness,  prosperity  against
poverty, security against anxiety,
self-reliance against dependency,
and community against disunity by
leveraging the experiences our
predecessors laid for us.

Ever feeling confident in you and
trusting that you understand that
we are in for lots of challenges and
surprises ahead, | would leave you
with this astute observation by
Tony Benn, the Ilate British
Parliamentarian: Hope is the fuel
of progress and fear is the prison
in which you put yourself. Gurda
promises to breakout of the fear
that kept us locked in ourselves by
reinvigorating hope for progress
and self-reliance. Gurda must
succeed!

Berhanu Zergaw, Gurda President




