
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

 

GURDA 

Established in April 2015 as a nonprofit 
corporation in California, GURDA is a 
project-oriented organization dedicated 
to improving the lives of people in the 
Guraghe region of Ethiopia through 
infrastructure development. Following 
on the footsteps of those self-reliant 
native organizations that came before 
us, namely, “Yeguraghe Hizb Menged 
Sira Dirijit” later known as “ Yeguraghe 
Hizb Ras Agez Limat Dirijit”, Ethiopian 
Guraghes in the Diaspora have 
organized under GURDA to contribute 
their part in the development of the 
Guraghe region in Ethiopia.  
 
In the few months of its existence 
GURDA has generated much 
enthusiasm, goodwill and genuine 
desire on the part of many Guraghes at 
home and in the Diaspora to play an 
active role in helping accomplish 
GURDA’s mission to improve the lives of 
Guraghe Ethiopians through social, 
educational and economic development 
projects. Hundreds of Guraghes around 
the globe have signed up for 
membership on our www.gurdainc.org 
website. GURDA’s public events began 
with an introductory campaign in July, 
at the 32nd annual ESFNA festival, 
where members, friends and their 

families distributed GURDA brochures, 

T-shirts and made their mission known to fellow Ethiopians and friends of 
Ethiopia attending the annual ESFNA event. 
 
 As its first project, GURDA has decided to build an educational and residential 
facility for children with hearing and vision impairment in the Guraghe region. As 
detailed on GURDA’s website, this facility, known as Project One, is expected to 
cost a minimum of USD$100,000. In just the last few months GURDA, has raised 
a little over $100,000 from member contributions, online drives, fund-raising 
events and pledges held in Atlanta, Washington DC and Dallas. Thanks to all 
GURDA members, their families, GURDA supporters, fellow Ethiopians and 
friends of Ethiopia who continue to share our vision and work tirelessly to 
improve the lives of our people. 
  
The last quarter of this year administrative staff and board of directors will be 
engaged in consolidating GURDA’s organizational structure and finding ways and 
means to implement Project One in Ethiopia in a timely manner.   

www.gurdainc.org 
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የ ጉርዳ አመሰራረትና  
አወቃቀር  አጭር  ታሪክ።  

በቁምላቸዉ ዋሬ 

የ ጉራጌ  ማህበረሰብ  
እራስን  በራስ  የመርዳት 
ታሪክ   
------------------------------------------------- 

           የ ጉራጌው 
ማህበረ ሰብ ባለፉት በር ካታ 
አመታቶች  በራሱ ተወላጆች 
አ ንቀሳቃሽነ ት እጅግ  በጣም 
በር ካታ ዘ ር ፈ  ብዙ 
የ ሆኑ ልማቶችን   በመከወን  
አመርቂ  የ ሆኑ  ውጤቶችን  
አ ስመዝግቧል።  
            ከነ ዚህም 
በዋነ ኛ ነ ት የ ሚዘ ከረው 
የ ጉራጌ  መንገ ዶች የ ህብረት 
ስራ ማህበር   ሊጠቀስ  
ይችላ ል።  ጉራጌ  ከአ ጎ ራባች  
ከተሞች ጋር  የ ሚያገ ና ኘውን  
መንገ ድ በመዘ ር ጋት 
በሃ ገ ራችን  ቀደምት ሆኖ 
የ ተመዘ ገ በ  የ ልማት ክዋኔ  
ሲሆን  በአ ፍሪካም ታሪካዊ 
ቦታ ተሰጥቶት ይገ ኛል  ።  
  የ ጉራጌ  መንገ ዶች ስራ 
ድርጅት ስም ሲነ ሳ  የ ዚህን  
እ ንቅስቃሴ በቀደምትነ ት 
ይመሩት የ ነ በሩት የ ጄኔ ራል  
ወልደስላሴ በረ ካ  አ ስተዋፆ  
አ ብሮ ሲዘ ከር  ይኖራል።  
 
 

 

  በ ገ ን ዘ ቡ,በጉልበቱና  
በእውቀቱ ለመርዳት 
የ ተሰባሰበውን   አ ካል  በፅ ኑ  
የ ሚያስተሳስር  ቃል   ሆኖ 
ስላ ገ ኘው መርጦ 
አ ፅድቆታል።  

ጉር ዳ  ጉር ዳ  ሆኖ በሁለት 
እ ግሩ  እ ንዲቆምና  ህጋዊ 
የ ሆነ  መተዳደሪያ  ደንብ 
ያለው ድርጅት እ ንዲሆን ና  
ከታክስ  ነ ፃ  ሆኖ እ ንዲቀጥል  
ለማስቻል  በተደረ ገ ው የ ቀን  
ከሌት ያላ ሰለ ሰ  ጥረት 
አ ፕሪል  21/2015 በአሜሪካን  
ሃ ገ ር  ካሊፎር ኒ ያ  ግዛ ት 
501(c) 3 ከታክስ  ቀረጥ ነ ፃ  
ድርጅት ሆኖ በመመዝገ ብ 
ከአሜሪካ  መንግስት እውቅና  
ተችሮታል።   
 
የ ጉርዳ መመስረት ለምን  
አስፈለገ ? 
------------------------------------ 
ጉር ዳ  በማህበረ ሰባችን  
ውስጥ ያሉ ዘ ር ፈ  
ብዙ  ኢኮኖሚያዊና  ማህበራዊ 
ችግሮችን  በውጪውም ዓለም 
ሆነ  በሃ ገ ር  ውስጥ ባሉ 
የ ማህበሩ  ተወላጆች ራስን  
በራስ  በመርዳት ለመቅረፍ 
ታስቦ  የ ተቋቋመ በ ጎ  አድራጊ  
ድርጅት ነ ው።  

 

የ ጉርዳ አወቃቀር  ምን  
ይመስላል? 
------------------------------------ 
ጉር ዳ  ከማንኛውም 
የ ፖለቲካና  የ ሃ ይማኖት 
ድርጅት ገ ለ ልተኛ  ሆኖ 
የ ተዋቀረ  እ ራስን  በራስ  
የ መርዳት በ ጎ  አ ድራጎ ት 
ድርጅት ነ ው ።  
      የ ማንኛውም ፖለቲካና  
የ ማንኛውም 
ሃ ይማኖት  ተከታይ የ ጉር ዳ  
አ ባል  መሆን  ሲችል ; ነ ገ ር  
ግን  ማንኛውም የ ጉርዳ  
ተከታይ የ ሚከተለው 
የ ፖለቲካና  ሃ ይማኖት አ ቋም 
ግን  በማንኛውም መልኩ 
ጉር ዳን  የ ማይወክል  መሆኑን  
በመግለፅ  የ ተሰመረ በት 
የ መተዳደሪያ  ህጉ  አ ካል  
ነ ው።   በተጨማሪ  ማንኛውም 
የ ጉር ዳ  አ ባልም ይሁን   ደጋፊ 
ማንኛውንም አ ይነ ት 
ፖለቲካዊም ሆነ  ሃ ይማኖታዊ 
አ ጀንዳዎቹን  በጉር ዳ  
የ ስብሰባ  መድረኮችም ላይ 
ይሁን  መገ ና ኛ  

ዘ ዴዎች  ላይ ማንፀ ባረ ቅ  
እ ንዲከለክል  ሆኖ ተዋቅሯል።  

 
የ ጉርዳ አላማዎች ምንድናቸው? 
--------------------------------------
-------- 
የ ጉር ዳ  አ ላማዎች 
በማህበረ ሰባችን  ውስጥ 
በቀላሉ ሊቀረፉ  የ ሚችሉ ዘ ርፈ  
ብዙ ችግሮችን  
ማለትም  ጤና ,ትምህርት,በምግብ 
ራስን  ማስቻል ,የ ውሃ ና  
የ ድልድይ ግንባታዎችን  
የ ህብረተሰቡ አ ካል  የ ሆኑ  
ተወላጆችን  በማስተባበር  
የ ልማት ስራዎችን  በጉራጌ  ዞ ን  
ውስጥ በሚገ ኙ ወረዳዎች ላይ 
በጥናት የ ተመረኮዘ  ልማታዊ 
ስራዎችን  ማከናወን  ነ ው ።  

ጉርዳ ከተመሰረተ የ ተሰሩ 
ስራዎች: 
--------------------------------------
---------- 
ጉር ዳ  ከተመሰረተበት ጊ ዜ 
ጀምሮ በአ ቋማቸው ጠንካራ 
የ ሆኑትን  አ ባላቶቹን ና  
ደጋፊዎቹን  በማስተባበር : - 
1, በሊቢያ  ሃ ገ ር  ውስጥ 
በአ ራጆች  ህይወቱን  
ለተነ ጠቀው የ ታጠቅ  በቀለ  
ቤተሰቦች  የ ገ ን ዘ ብ ድጎ ማ 
አ ድር ጓ ል።  
2, ጉር ዳ  ለማከናወን  ከያዛ ቸው 
ዘ ር ፈ  ብዙ የ ልማት ፕሮግራሞቹ 
የ መጀመሪያው ቁጥር  አ ንድ 
ፕሮጀክቱ መስማትና  ማየ ት 
ለተሳና ቸው የ ዞ ኑ  ህፃ ና ት 
አ ዳሪ  ትምህርት ቤት 
ለማስገ ን ባት በውጭው አ ለም 
ከሚገ ኙ አ ባላቶቹና  ደጋፊዎቹ 
የ ገ ቢ ማሰባሰብ ስራ 
ተካሂዶ  በአ ትላ ንታ 
በዋሺንግተን  ዲሲ 
ና በዳላ ስበጠንካራ ደጋፊዎቹና  
አ ባላቶቹ ያላ ሰለሰ  ትጋት 
የ ገ ቢ ማሰባሰቢያ   
ፕሮግራሞችን  በማዘ ጋጀት 

ለፕሮጀክቱ ገ ቢ አ ሰባሰቧል።  

 

 የ ማህበረ ሰቡ አ ብራክ  
ክፋይ የ ሆኑ  ሃ ሳብተኞች 
አ ካባቢያቸውን  ከዚህ  
ችግር  ሊታደጉበት 
የ ሚችሉበትን  ዘ ዴ መዘ የ ድ 
ጀመሩና  የ ማህበረ ሰቡን  
ተወላጆች  በሃ ሳብ 
አ ስማምቶ እ ራስን  በራስ  
የ መርዳት እ ንቅስቃሴ 
ለማድረግ  ታሰቦ  ዘመኑ  
በፈቀደው የ ስልክ  ቫይበር  
ግሩፕ  በመፍጠር  
በ 03/10/2015 የ "ጉራጌ  
ዴንጊ ያ  ቫይበር  ግሩፕ  
በሚል " በተመሰረተው 
የ ማሰበሳቢያ  ዘ ዴ ጉዳዩ  
ተጀመረ  ።  

 
         በዚህም መሰረት 
ማስታወቂያና  
ቅስቀሳዎችን  በማጠና ከር  
ለጉዳዩ  ትኩረት በመስጠት 
ሲሰራ ቆይቶ ከአ ንድም 
ሶስት ጊ ዜ የ አ ባላት 
የ ስልክ  ስብሰባ  በማድረግ  
የ ተሰባሰበው አ ባላትም 
ይህን ን  እ ንቅስቃሴ 
ሊመሩና  ሊያጠና ክሩ  
የ ሚችሉ ዘ ጠኝ  
ኮሚቴዎችንም መርጦ 
ሰይሟል።   ይህ  
በእ ንዲህእ ንዳለ   ለግሩፑ 
የ ተሰጠው የ ስም ስያሜ 
አ ንድ ፆ ታን  የ ሚወክል  
በመሆኑ ና  ለማህበሩ  ሌላ  
ስያሜ እ ንዲሰጠው 
ለ አ ባላቱ የ ስም አ ቅር ቦት 
እ ንዲያደርግ  በተሰጠው 
እ ድል  መሰረት 

ከቀረቡት አብዛኞች ስሞች 

መካከል ኮሚቴው ሶስቱን 

ለውድድር  በማቅረብ" ጉርዳ 

"የሚለው ቃል የቀድሞ 

አባቶቻችን የመተማመን 

ቃላቸውን የሚያፀኑበትና 

በቃል የሚተሳሰሩበት:  

አካባቢውን 

 

ጉርዳ እንዴት ተመሰረተ? 
 
---------------------------------------                  

 የ ጉራጌው ማህበረሰብ 
በሃ ገ ር  ውስጥም ይሁን  
በውጪው ዓለም 
በትምህርትና  በንግዱ 
ዘ ርፍ ቀዬውን  በመተው 
ተሰበጣጥሮ የ ሚኖር  
ማህበረሰብ ነ ው ። ይህ  
በእ ንዲህ  እ ንዳለ  
ከትውልድ ቀዬው ርቆ  
የ ሚኖረው የ ማህበረ ሰቡ 
ተወላጅ በየ ተሰደደበት 
የ ዓለም ክፍሎች 
ለተወለደበት አ ካባቢ 
ይህ  በመሆኑ  
የ አ ካባቢያቸው የ ኋሊዮሽ  
ማሽቆልቆልና  በድህ ነ ት 
አ ረ ንቋ  ውስጥ መዳከር  
ያብከነ ከና ቸው 
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             ATLANTA 
 

The Atlanta fundraising event 

was held on July 25, 2015 and 

was attended by about 150 

people.  Yejoka and Wolkite 

Atlanta Idir associations were 

very helpful in raising 

awarenss and  ticket sales. 

The event was also made 

successful with the help of 

local associations namely, the 

Yinam Binam Atlant 

association and Hululagersh 

family and friends which 

donated and served delicous 

Gurage cultural food.  Ato 

Berhanu Zergaw, Gurda’s 

President, gave a speech 

about Gurda’s mission and 

vision, and the specifics of 

Project1.  Nearly $27,000 was 

raised from ticket sales, 

donations, pledges, auctions  

and CD sales. The event was 

also highlighted with cultural 

music and dancing 

accompanies by live band 

featuring singer Hailu Fereja 

and Kumilachew Ware. 

 

       DMV Region 
 

Just one week after the 

Atlanta event, a second 

fundraising event was held in 

the DC, Virginia and Maryland 

metro area on August 1, 2015.  

This region boasts the largest 

number of Ethiopian 

Population in North America.  

Gurda’s team and leadership 

only had one week between 

the Atlanta events. To make 

matters worse there was an 

unwarranted, false   and 

defamatory information 

broadcast on ESAT’s radio 

program regarding the 

fundraising event. Upon 

urging from GURDA leaders, 

ESAT to its credit corrected its 

error and invited GURDA for 

equal air time which was aptly 

used by GURDA’S president 

Ato Berhanu Zergaw who 

went on the air and fully 

explained GURDA’s mission. 

Despite that, more than 100 

people attended the event 

and over $25,000 was raised 

towards Project1. The event 

was also highlighted with 

dinner, cultural music and 

dancing performed live by 

singer Hailu Fereja and 

Kumilachew Ware. 

 

The Last of GURDA’S summer 

fundraising events was held in 

Dallas on September 19, 2015.  

Having learned from the two 

previous events in Atlanta and 

the DMV area the Dallas team 

was fired up and ready to go!  

The GURDA team in Dallas 

conducted an excellent 

community outreach resulting 

in high turnout for the event. 

The dedication and sacrifice of 

GURDA volunteers, organizers 

and leadership attracted 

around 350 to the event itself. 

At the event questions were 

raised as Ato Berhanu 

explained the organization’s 

inception was the call of our 

own desire to stand for those 

who of no fault of their own 

are limited to stand for 

themselves. More than 

$40,000 was raised from ticket 

sales, auctioned traditional 

goods and guest pledges for 

Project1.  In true Gurage 

tradition, the fundraising 

event closed with celebration, 

music and dancing 

 

   DFW Metro 
 
 
 

Congratulations! As we launch our 
first GURDA newsletter, our 
editorial team promises that our 
newsletter will be an informative 
quarterly publication. Such 
undertaking can only be successful 
with the support of Gurda 
volunteers who will avail funds, 
provide expertise and submit 
articles for publication. So, please 
consider making your mark in this 
endeavor. 
Gurda, we hope, will accurately 
reflect our aspirations and the 
promise we make to ourselves and 
our community for development 
and progress through self-reliance. 
Self-reliance is a recurring theme 
in Gurda’s mission and vision. Our 
newsletter will herald the vows we 
made to our community 
throughout the world. Gurda will 
carry the message of hope against 
despair, possible solutions for 
chronic problems, possible 
answers for thorny questions, love 
against hatred, friendship against 
enmity, strength against 
weakness, prosperity against 
poverty, security against anxiety, 
self-reliance against dependency, 
and community against disunity by 
leveraging the experiences our 
predecessors laid for us. 
Ever feeling confident in you and 
trusting that you understand that 
we are in for lots of challenges and 
surprises ahead, I would leave you 
with this astute observation by 
Tony Benn, the late British 
Parliamentarian: Hope is the fuel 
of progress and fear is the prison 
in which you put yourself. Gurda 
promises to breakout of the fear 
that kept us locked in ourselves by 
reinvigorating hope for progress 
and self-reliance. Gurda must 
succeed! 
 
Berhanu Zergaw, Gurda President 
 

President’s Corner 


